Gunnar Heinsohn (14-12-2014)

THE WINCHESTER OF ALFRED THE GREAT AND THE HAITHABU OF HIS VOYAGER, WULFSTAN
ARE THEY SEPARATED BY 700 YEARS? [Corrected version.Summary: p. 16}

Southem England in the time ofALFRED THE GREAT OF WESSEX (871899 CE)with his
capital WINCHESTER (VENTA BELGARUM). The Romans called the southemn coa§&AXON SHORE (Litus Saxonicun). It
was under the command of &omes Litoris Saxonici per BritanniamModem scholars derive the name from Saxon attacks
directed against that shore. The author, howeverxplains the nameas SHORE OF SAXON LANDS in Southem England where
Gemmanic tribes had already been present wheRome started the conquest of Britainbetween Caeasar and Claudius
http//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:England 878. e also p. 7 belgw
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According toa report published together with| f r e d

Histories Wulfstant he Ear |l y Mi dd| eceahgoyagarround 88d CEkeatmo u s

t (84-89% CH tentslation ofPaulusOr o s (36511 SCE)

ffrom Haethum[HaithabuHedebyjto Trusoin seven days and nights, and that the ship was running undek g way.
Weonodlandvason his right, and.andand, Laeland, Falster, and Scomeyhis left, all which land is subject @enmark

Assumed sailing route of Wulfstandés 880

(http//www.e upedia.com/forum/threads/296Baland more Germanieor-Slavic/page9)
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Olr'hen on our lefive had the land of the Burgundians [Bornholm; GH], who have a king to themselves. Then, after the land c
the Burgundians, we had on our left the lands that have been called from the earliest times Blekindegreamshdowland,

and Gotland all whichetritory is subject to the Sweons; andEONODIand was all the way on our right, as far\igissel
[Vistula; GH] mouth The Weissel is a very large river, and near it lie Witland WHIONODIand' (King Alfred, The
Geography of Europen Hakluyt 1893).

RECONSTRUCTIONOFWULFSTANOGS DES TTRUEAS,TBLOISOMING FROM THE 7"/8" C. CE
M odel with the recently reconstructed Aerial view of Truso-model (still without breakwater).
breakwater (Muzeum ArcheologiczndHistoryczne (http]/forums.newtek.com/showt_hread.php?ll?ﬂ?ﬁiﬁjectTruseViking-SIavic-
w EI bHot&bgTuHeinsohn) vilage/page2)

=

=z

AThe voyage of Wul fstan ma yHakue 1893 TinesniostserioasdrobdmbweeedvbhAlfredlovan  w
writings on Wulftsan is neitheattached to Haithabu/HedeliyWu | f st an 6 s parto Truso(f Wudl ef psat ratnubrse ) d
but to his own captal, Venta BelgaruiWinchesterNo court not even a small hut with a desk to translate Paulus Orasili

write about Wulfstanhas ever been found the capital of AngleéSaxon Wessexin actual fact, there are no buiding strata
whatsoever at Winchester in thet® 10" c. CE period whekRlaithabu and’rusohad their oné and onlyi period of ® millennium
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blossonmg. Nobodyknows where the Angi®&axon king was able to hold court. Aithough some scholars try to resort to the idea of
a mobile court with no fixed capital anywhere on the British Isles inttite 8arly 10" c. period, the sources give no hint efich
homeless rulers. They descridenta BelgaruiWinchester as thenchallengedtapital of Wessex. Since there are no building strata

in 9" c. Venta BelgarutWinchesterthe mobile court theorywould have to be expanded to a mobile nation theory becalsealAdr s
bureaucratssawell ashis subjects are without fixed homesteads, Y@, is it possible that entire nations have always been on the
move without leaving traces?

The sources desciily Venta BelgarufWinchester as genuinecapital would not sound so bizarre if thepwid beapplied to the

time in the 1st millennium whethe citycan boastfirst quality buildingtrata During the ¥tc. CE Venta BelgaruiWinchestewas

still trailing cities like Durovernum CantiacorufCanterbury (130 acresTalleva Atrebaturfsilchester (99 acreey Of f a 6-s (7
796 CE) capitalvVerulamium/St. Albans (125 acres)

LEFT: 27934 c. Calleva AtrebatuniSilchesterwith amphi-theatre outside the walls(99 acres;engishheritage.org.ul).
RIGHT: Fields under which Silchester hadeenexcavated since the 1890s

(1967 aerial viewhttp//www.imperiumromanum.com/geografie/provinzen/britannia_03.htm
Silchesterwas ecllpsed by Alfredt he G Nmm BefogarunIWmchesterln the 2nd C. CE(Futford et aI2006 2011)



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Durovernum_Cantiacorum
http://www.imperiumromanum.com/geografie/provinzen/britannia_03.htm
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Reconstruction ofthe British Roman period cities Durovernum CantiacoruniCanterbury (130 acres), and/erulamium/St.
Albans (125 acre$, that were eclipsed by Alfredt h e G Venta BabgsrumWinchester (144 acres in the 2nd c. CE

2nd c. CEDurovernum Cantiacorum/Canterbury (130 acres) | Verulamium/St. Albans (125 acres): Section of the
(http//www.spanglefish.com/rulersofthesouthsaxons/index.asp?pageid=2767{ forum of around 150 CE (http//www.stalbansmuseums.org.uk

st e - e ;

By the 2dc. CE, howeverYenta BelgarufWinchester had passati thosecities to reach a surface areald#l acres (58a) plus a

vicus (suburban settlementutsidethe walls. Generations of researchers failed to fstchtasplendid tows house as well as a forum
with public buildings forA | f r couwttid Binchesteis 9th c. CEbecaus@obody would eve consideRoman Winchestewith its
splendid mosaics angublic buildings as the period foAl f r e d dbecausebcuormes some 700 years t
chronology. Yet, th&®oman perio@93¢ c. building stratumwith Roman town housesldmug, temples andpublic buildingson a
forumwith Juiter columnhave been verifiedAnd that 3 c. stratumi o nt i ngent  wilO/Il cWiuidingstratsnt e r 0 ¢


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Durovernum_Cantiacorum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Durovernum_Cantiacorum

Venta BelgarumiWinchester. 2"d/3™ ¢. mosaic
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venta_Belgarum#mediaviewer/File:Roman_MosaWinchester_Museum.jpg

Yol R ) ST s fiLittle is known of the infrastructure that Venta
R : : Belgarum surely had, namely an amphitheater, publig
bath and aqueduct. A row of narrow buildings were
excavated along the present High Streetand were perhay
shops, indicating that trade flourished. Political stability
and good roads brought commoditiesimported from
other parts of Britain and the Roman world. Produce and
fine tableware came from all parts of the Empire, while
pottery, decorations and metalware were traded locally
[ ] By the early years of the third century AD,
excavations reveal that Venta's richecitizens were living
in considerable comfort. Two such dwellings lay unde
today's Brooks Shopping Centre and faced onto th
Roman road, now under Middle Brook Street. They had
been built by AD 100 of timber with mortar floors. By AD
150 they had been remced by a house on flin
foundations. By AD 200 many houses were reconstructg
inflintand stone, often withunderfloor hypocaust heating
in one or two roomdi (http://stude ntreader.com/winchester}.

Thus, the2nd/3d c. stratunwith the public buildinggmmedidely precedes the ©@.stratumtherebyl and i ng ithoentuyl f r e
for which there iIis nothing to show i n. Thérdgoretthesxauthorohaskdentified e r
Wi n ¢ h eRomanbuiing periodas the period ofAlfredés whose Roman coin sg/la well asRoman outfit withdiadem and
chlamyshave always been known although not unders{ged in detail Heinsohn 2014a, 2 ff.; 2014d48).

Saxons and Romans, the laurt claims (Heinsohn 2013a; bhave been competing for England sinceRlognaninvasions(55; 54
BCE) underJulius Casedl0044 BCE)T hat 6 s why otfec. Sagon citieststrafigiaphidally Ssupeposed on -4t
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c. Roman citiesOnceSaxons and Romdrad settlecside by sidé very much like Romans had shafécnce Gallia) with Celic

or the RhinelandGermania superiorigndinferioris) with Germanic tribe$ they also defended their common turf against common
enemies with lines of fortifications likéhe Litus Saxonicietc. (see in detail Heinsohn 2014b,-@B). Whilst metropoles like Lyon
(Lugdunun or Cologng(Colonia Agripping were quicklyromanized theninor cities and towns kept indigenous majorities.

R o meBaitsh Litus Saxonicum(Shore of Saxon Landspf ca.380 CE(being,i n t hi s adbnologically
equalto the late 18 =c. CE [=late 8" c. CE]) that has been defended not only by Romans but also by Saxowho had
bestowed their name on this shore because the had been living there since Roman timexdh Broups had competed

for and settled in the British Isles simultaneously since 55/54 BCE [seedetail Heinsohn 2014b, 43%1;
httpj/en W|k|ped|a org/kaaxon Shore#mediaviewer/File:Litus_Saxonicum]png
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The a u tstnatigraghisal approadb Saxon Englandesults inthe following chronologicalre-i nt er pr et at i on
archaeology
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Stratigraphy and Chronology ofVenta Belgarum(WINCHESTER)

Te xtbook Findings Stratigraphy dates
dates (tentative; rounded)
12" c. ST. RUEL-CHURCH directly built on Roman remains from the 39 c. CE. 12" c.CE
11" c. First stage oWWINCHESTER CATHEDRAL (10791093)cutting into i1 Ol d M iwithsLong Rdman Foot). 11" c.CE
ROMAN TRACKWAY OF 3 RP C, used to transport the imestone blocks from Isle of Wight for the cathedral.
10" c. i N unna minotsated. Bishop Athelwold of Wincheste(963-984) organizesmonastic reform in late 10th c. Late 10" c. CE
9" c NO BUILDING EVIDENCE. MISSING COURT FOR ALFRED THE GREAT (871-899).
EMPTY PERIOD HERE IS CONTEMPORARY WITH TRUSO6 RICH BUILDING PERIOD]
DURING WULFSTANG SRUSO-VOYAGE THERE IS NO PLACE IN WINCHESTER FOR ALFRED TO WRITE ABOUT IT_
8" c. NO BUILDING EVIDENCE
70 c. NO URBAN EVIDENCE
[St. Peter and Pawi=O | d Mis dasetl Bonsiratigraphically to 648 CE. Buiders useLong Roman foot (0.333 m)
of 2dcCE.According to traditi ohilinthe®ml,c. CE fordiuciu®© of Britaiil] ns t e
6" c. NO BUILDING EVIDENCE
5" c. NO BUILDING EVIDENCE . Only cataloguedated coins arseen abasis forc i t cpriinsity. 5th c. coins are 2ndc.
(=9th c.)CE
40 c. HOUSES DESTROYED, DRAINAGE SYSTEM COLLAPSED
Earlv 10"c. CE. |
3 ¢ LAST TRACES OF CITY WALLS / ANNIHILATION OF ROMAN WINCHESTER. 9305(=2305-5209CE
Walls of early 3rd c.; continuation of richban environment, temples efom 2nd. c.
2Mc. Defensive bank ditch. Many Roman town house3UBLIC BUILDINGS . Athli ':dR E DOWRT
PERIOD OF LITUS SAXONICUMI N THE SENSE OF fiSHORE OF SAx?972¢CE
|CONTEMPORARY WITH BALTIC WIELBARK PERIODINTRUS CNEEBHBOURHOOD|
1stc. CE | Roman settlement of England (from the South) contemporary with Saxon settement of England (from the East)| 8" (=15=4" c.CE)
15'c. BCE | NATEIEATENEN. Hilforts in the vicinity ofVenta Belgarum[Period of A d éDemarus of CamulodunumARTHUR 7] | 7" (=15'c. BCE=6" CF)
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Whil st Al fr ed f6ck Is-8¥icnRorhaa Buldieg stratagbst nothing to show for thadBearly 10 c.CEWu l f st an
port of departure, Haithabuddebyin SchleswigHolstein has nothing to shofer the 1s-7th c. CEbuthasmany Roman items in its
rich 8h-10h c. CE strata

Excavation of Haithabu/Hedeby 19371939 when thet o w sti@am buried together with theentire settlement(running
diagonally) wasdiscovered (Schietzel 2013, 43).




