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CADMUS AND VIRACOCHA

Is there an Andemn civilizingheo in preCdombian tradibnswho corresponds
Cadmust suchafiguredid exist,hewouldform partof themythicabndreligious
talesof Viracocha.

Similarlythehecatamb the Greeks dferedto thegods onspecial occasions,
occurredin Cuzco, Peru, at grand festivites such as that of Intip Rami,
celelbating the June sdstice, where the Incas made a sacrifiigl offeringof a
hundred llamasto the sun! Following ancient traddns, eady province was
repreented byits tribal chief who brought costmesand masksusedto keep alive
the deeds of their heroes. Some of thesecaostumesare of paticular interest.
According to Garcilaso, the Chapa Indians,of the present Ayacuchoregio,
coveredhemselvewith pumaskins;with their heads covered byhe puma head,
they reeembled Hercules.

The mogt teling informaton cancerninga civilizinggod canbefound in
the Viracocha myths. The origin of Viracocha, whose strarge nanemeanso f af t
thesea, @ndthelegendssurroundinghim,form partt of the greatenigmaof thelnca
civilization Amongthe vatiousand confusingarativescompled aftethe Soanish
conques, that of Pedro Gutierez de Sarta Clara, in the late 16th century, stands
outfor beng simpleandinformative.
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In thevillages of Pata,Puerto Vigo,andon Apuna Idand, Gutiers relates,
the Indians used,since times immenorial, rafts of light wood(baka wood) and
bamboo, with triangularsails and a rudder.They explimed that their forefathers
leamed this from a man who came from theseaarrivingon thoseshoresin araft
with asailsimilarto the onethey usenow, and calledhim Viracochawhich means
of oofthesea @ r Cf the s e awh@d was engendred by the se,
fatherless and motherlestikewisehe Spaniardsyho arrivedfrom the seawere
cdled Vira@ochas.This curiousmythologcalfragnent from the northern coast of
Peru shows a navigating Viracocha, merely one face of theViracmchamyth.

Theruinsof the principaltemple of Viracocha arlecatedn Cachain the
presentdayvillageof San Pedrode Cachalying on the rightbank of the Vilcarota
River, consdered sacrebly the Incas, the villagés 120km southof Cuzcoon the
wayto Puno.In thistempge was astane statue Garcilas, probably basinghimself
on the manuscrpts of Blas Valera, describeg in thesewords? olt waglike)aman
ofhich seture, withbead Ingethen a goen ofthehard; hisclotswarebread ikeatunicor
cassockwdao hisfeet.He hal a stargeanmal, ofurkknawn gope@ane héd by a chain 6
Another writer Ciezade Leon,who passedhroughCacha,relaes havig sen the
statue of Tice Viracocha without, however, mentioning the bearc 0Oln
commemoratitimedfpd TiceViracochahontheyalled @tortheyanstruad thistenpe
and pa@l in it a stoeidol thesize of a man, wittlothesd a crowortiaraonhished 6
Onecan nolongerhopeto confirm the statued appeaarce, beauseat wasdestoyed
by iconoclastic Spdards.Their desciptions donot corresmnd to the image one
hasof Cadmusr Herculespne mustremenber, however,that the samegods or
heroeswere not awaysrepresentedin the sane mannerby thosewho adatedthem
to their religon. Lucian of Samosata, refaring to the Syrian Apollo, citesthe
example ofthe statue of Apollo in the temple of Hiergolis, rather than showng a
naked youth, in acordance with the Greekepresntation of Apollo,hewasdepcted
asaclothedand beaded adule.
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WHEN DID THE MYTHIC AL EVENT OF
VIRACOCHA OCCUR?

In Quechuan, Viraochamean® f artod odl thes e ®eruyian traditn uses
this name to describethe mythological navigtors, peachersthaungurges,
legisltors,eventhe creatorof the univers. Viracochais amyth of greatcomplexity.
Inrelation to Greektheologyit is canparade to Aphrodite, which the Geeks,
by etymdogy, also conectedwith thefoamof thesea(a f r o fkdany: Hesial’
(Theoggri55200)statedthat Aphrodite wadornefrom the watersafter Kronus
mutilged the reproductive orgn of his father, Uranus (the sky). A white foam
emergedfrom the sea, of which Aphroditewasborne.

Acoording tosomePeruvantraditions,Viracocha, asreator, civilizerand
legislator,appearedduring a period of obscurity and darknes&ther writers
gstae his pregnce is linkedto a phenomenon tha seemdo describea volcanic
eruptian. One doesnot know how this infamation wastrarsmitted, butcan only
surmge thatthoserektingthe factsvere thekipukamay® usingg mnemonic system
of cordswith knots calle#tipus Thenaraionswhich establish thevolcanic erytion
with the presnce of Viracocha epldn that, to punishthe Canas Indiars who
worshppedagoddessituaedon the highestpoints of the mourntains,he sentiown
aterrifying firefrom the skywhich appeared tomdt like wax thepeakof a hillnear
Cacha, 9

Viracocha was also descibed as avenerable old man with a bexrd,
holding a staffll and, by his gppeararce, was identified as an gostleInfluerced
by strong religous pressure®f the 1&h and 17th centuriesthey interpgeted
darknesswith the daknessof the desth of Christl2 Because ofthe moral and
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religious congnt of the Viracocha legends wasidentifiedasSainfThomas?

In the Cacha site,Spanistwritingsmention the presencef light, vitrified
blackrocks,which allowsoneto infer the existege of an extinct voleno nearby.
The lackof information asto the nature andageof the volcaniceventcompelled
the author to visit the site in February1985, duringvhich he metwith the
Peruvin archaeologst Manuel Chavez Ballon.

All that remains of the temple of Viramchaaresame wallsand thebases
of cylindrical caimns.Thebuidingoccupesa rectangular area measgr®d2m in
lengh by 26 m in width,congructed on anorth-south axis,in the middleof which
standsa 12-m high wall4 The foundations were construted usinglamge stone
blocks, dressed arfitted with notale mastry; above the stone foundatons,
however,is a thick sundried mud wall,of a different quality,indicatng a later
constriction, possbly usedto presere the original structure.The temple of
Viracocha ishe highest Incan edificeknown. Besdeits dimensions pne must note
the large diametesf the stonecolumns,of which only the baseshavesuwived,
and constricted similariyto the wadls. The temple has 11 equidistat columns
between thavdls,alignedn eithersideof the centrd wall, resultingn 12openings
to theeastndto thewest.

An h o u glindbsrom the temge liesan easilyacessiblevolcaric craer.
The extinct Quinschata vdcaro, which in Quecluan means @dbtother s , 0
becauseof the threehills that surraund it, hasa conical cratewith a diameteof
approximatel 00 m. Scatteredover the volcano arepyroclasic fragnents of
porous yvitrifiedblackrock, of varyngsize, whih weregectedromthecrateduring
theeruption.

Oneof thesdragments, ctlectedbytheauthorfromthesoilof Cachawas
submittedto spectroscopianalysisResultindicatethe rock asheng a siicae of
alumnum, cdcium, magnesiumand sodium,with tracesof other elenentss The
highsodiumcontent indicategha the lava wagjuitefusble.The black cdor could

13 Juande Sartacuz P. Y. placesthis event at the time of Purumpdta Accordingo
Aimaratradiion, ViracochawascalledTonopaViracocham- Pacadhan, identfyinghim as
SainfThomaspp. cit.

14 ChavezBalbn, Manud, El sitiodeRaqchy el Tevplode Viracocha K & a by ¥ilicente
GuerraCarrenol.ima,1982.

15 Analysiscaried out by the endneer Luiz Fernandode Carviého, at CETEM
Laboratoies,Rio deJanebp.



beattributed tothe presrrce of ironandtitarium.

The volcanicrocksobservedin situshowslight erosionand, despitbeng
highlyporousandthe climatequite severe, seento indicate ageologcaly recent
volcanic eryotion, confirming mythologi@ tradifons. Sicethereareno physical
methodsavaitbleto daethe lava sampletherewasoattempto datetheerupton.

Fortunately, onecan estmatethe age of the eruption without dating.
Chéwez Baldn informedthe autor thatheerncountered veryold ceramifragments
in the lavafissues, of the type classied asA Marcaalle, dating around 1,400
1,200B.C. This important find allows onéo place the erupbn of the volcano
prior to thedatingof the ceamic fragnents; hence the mythologcal eent, narated
in Peruviartradtions, occurredat least 3,20083,400 yearsago. This definitely
voids the eccldastic theoryassociating Viradaa with Sant Thomas;rather,
Viracochamustbelinkedto the eents relathg to the originsof the oldest Peruvian
cultureswhich specialistsalltheformative period.

Mostsdolarshavenot given dueatention to thePerwianmythsrecainting
caadysms, eceptfor thearchaedogistslulio C. Tello and Toribio M ejia Xesspe,
who interpretthese myths asoraltradtions, preseedby the Andeanpeoge three
to five thousand/earsagaté After studyin@ seriesof legends that seems to report
a caadysm, tley cacluded hat thesetradtions are legitmate, reporting a telluric
pheromenon of great proportion, involving severalisturtencesof the mostrecent
dtratigraphic layersin different regons of Peru, and which occured in the
formative peiiod. The archaedogigs oncludethat a caéaclgm occuredin the
Andean regon,andthatthe prolongeddakness othe sky,quotedin the Huarahiri
myth,17 was causel by arborne dustparticles, resulting frothe violent seismic
upsetsausedby volcaric erupions.

The evidenceof Augusto Cardich confirms teir conclusons. Carah
collected a sefes of dratigraphic datdrom the excaations carriedut in the
HuargoCave(dt., 4,000m), in HuanucoDepartment8 Despte the absence of
volcanoeswithin aone hundred-kilometerradius, hefound two layers containng
volcanic ash, the older of which cottaining a largerconcentration of ash

16 Telo, Julo C. and Mejia XesspeT., Paracasecondpart, Chap.3, Lima1979.

176 N owewill tell a storyaboutthe deathof the Sun.In ancient times thain died.The
darkness lastdive daysThenthe ssonesbegarto hit oneanother.Mortar stone begn to
pound andcrushmanknd, whie the llamashasedthem . Franciscode Avila, Mansrito
Quealy, Chap.lV, translatedoy GeraldTaylorL 6 Ha r nParist980n ,

18 Cardch, AugustoExcavadonesen la Cuevade Huargo,The NacionaMuseunMagazine,
Vol. 39,p.11-29,Lima,1973.



(10%),and which radio@bon datingplacedat 1,620B.C.,with atolerancef 230
yearsHe also discovereth this layert h e r @dgsi ceami@fsagments.The
results allowone to infer that the mythologicaleventsof Viracocha, regarding
intense volcanic activty, atmospheric turmoil and darknessprobably occurred
araund 1,600B.C.

ARCHAEOLOGY REGARDING CADMUS

The geayraphicalinterpretation of the Cadmusmyth surmiseghe exigince of

navigtional instrunents, capeble of measuringarcs, but whee is the goniometer

thatcan serveasproof?To defend the transdanticvoyage theoryduringthesecond
millennum B.C., one needs toprove the exisence of seavorthy vesseldNhat
evidence does ashaeology offer?

Archaologcal evidencein favor of transtlantic voyages exists in
abund@nce and was alreadyconsideed by a number of authorsis, 20 The
Anthropology andArchaeology Museumin Lima, exhibts a primitive engaved
stonemonurrent, measung gpproximaely 60cm in height. Loctedin a corridor
withou anyidentificaton, it seemsasif the curators darenot reveal itsorign. The
authors of a guideto Secin?2! male an unsubsintiated presumption that the
engravingrepresnts a scgpula. The monolith wasfound at the ardhaedogicd site
of Secin (Cama), rdlated tothe Chavinculture,on the Peruviancoast,north of
LimaDepatment. Radicabon?? testsof the oldestcharcoal renains found irthe
man templeof Sechingatethe siteat around1,000B.C. It is presumedhat the
engraved monoliths,found in Sechin, area leastthat old. The desigirepresentsa
geametiic shapeof considerable depttkig. 5, suggestg a quadranith a pointer

1952, Ibarra GrassoDick Edgar,Americanla PrehistorMurdal (difusionGreco
PhoeniciaBuenosAires,1982.

20 Fell, Barry, AmericaB. C- AncientSettlersn the New World - QuadrangleThe
NewYork TimesBookCo.,Inc.,NewYork,1976.

21 JimenezBorja,Arturo and SananiegoRoman, Lorenzo, GuiadeSechirCasméPeru);1973.

22 RavinesRoggerPancanmadela Arqueologianding p. 160;Instituteof PeruviarStulies,
1982.



at midpant.23 In the lower right-hand corner of the quadant aretwo concentric
cirdes,as expetedin aninstrument that allowsthe rotation and adjustment of oned s
course. No great leap of imaghaton is necessgy to notice that this stone could
represat the most anient goniomeer constructed by man. Fig. 5 alsoshows a
diagram of a quadrat usedto messurethe azimuth, similarto one usedby the
astronomeiTycho Brahe?24 in the second half of the 16th century. The abence
of ascalen the Secin quadrantanbe essilyexplaned: the ravagesf time could
have effaced the fine lines on the origind instrumentongbeforeit was
representedh stonebytheartit.

Figure 5. The Sebin monolith
(circal000B.C) with basrelid, analogouto thedrawnquadrant besid@).

2Dick E. IbarraGraso on page18bf the citedwork.He alsoidentifies thelesgn of Secin
asanauticalingrument,calingit a quadrant.

24 Natug no.15,p.409,March8,1877.



Other monuments at Sechin, which hold surprises,are the
monoliths alonghe man entrarce sepsof the temple. The authorsof the
gude to this archaeologicalsite presumethemto be banners. Actually if
observed harontdly they seem to revealvesselof Phoenician orign,
similar to thoserepre®entedin various medalgFig.6). The masttiedto the
hull, distindy engravedon the monolithsof Sechinsuggestshat these
vessels wereadyto be trarsported overénd. The mastdied to the sides
dlows trem to be carriedwith easeA pasageby Apollonius ofRhodes
(ArgmauticdV, 13851387)suggestghis form of transportwas used
duringa voyage which Jam and his companions wnderbok through the
deserof Africa,carryngon theirshouldershe Argesfor 12days.

Oneknowslittle of the veselsthat pliedthe Medterrarean their
routesor ports of call during the secondmillennium B.COne canonly
deduceahrough clueghat the port of Ugaritacommodatedlarge vessels.
From the size of a stone archor found in this Phoenician port, Honor
Frost estimatedhattheshipdisplace@00tons25
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Figure 6. Phoeniciadikevesselengaved orS e ¢ hnonmolihs
Themain figure showsneof thepairof Sechin monolithswhich likebamers, are lated
attheentrarceto the pringpaltemple. Theincomplete figure, purposéy sculpted othose
monoliths,coincdes with the vessetepresented on Phoeitian coinsa) andb) Grece
Phoeniciartoinsfrom Tyre,representing hal gdley, on the reversehe first onewith
the effigy of King Demetriusthe seond one,that of King AntiochuslV. Mémoirete
Litteraturéd A@GadenfRoykedesnscriptiset Bédd_ettrg T. 30, p. 427, PLI1, Pars, (1764.

25 Cited on pagel31, note 7, TheCanbridgeAncint Historyll, Part 2,
Cambridgel975.



In Chica g oNatsral History Museum,there is a cedar vessel
meauring 32 feet(9.6m) in lergth.26 This boa formedpat of the

funeraryofferings toKing Sesostris (Senusret) lll, of the Twelfth

Dynasty,and wasfound buriednext to his pyramid in Dahshur.

Egyptologists inerpreted this funeary offering agpat of areligous
ritual:a vess to trangport the phareo h ol acossthe wagrs, to

the Undemworld. Wehavedready metionedthatthe Undeworld or
Hades,couldreferto AmericaNote thestrong ard elegnt design
of the hull (Fig. 7), construwcted with thick cedar planks, strong
erough to face the sea.lf Egyptobgists ageptedthe hypothesis
of atransoceanic voyaget tha time,theywould writethe following
erratad Wi thidboatof cadar, Sesostridll planned to nagateto

theland of the d e asdodld reado vithi this embaikaton of cedar,
Seostrislll plannedo navigatto Amer i ca. 0

Figure 7. Cedarvessein whichSesostrill planned tacnavgae tothe undemworld
(circal670
B.C).

Another full-scalemodel of an oceanvessetouldbe disguised undehe
nane of 0 f u n boatafrCleops.6 This vessels a magiificent pieceof

26 Nationabeographi@gazingol. 114,n0.2, August1958.



navalengneeringmeasung 42.6m in lengh?? (Fig. 8). Some of its cedar

planksmeasurel8 m in length. The lamgest vesselgdeparing from the

Egyptian shipyards according to the records of the Pdermo Sone, were

construted by King Sneferuzé He broughtto Egypt forty vessels laden

with timber,from which he built 44 ships,somemeasuringip to
100cubits(equivalento 51 meters)n length.

If one can imaginean elegant ship, with a proud prow crowned
by a gamoyle glidingover the 0 subus serpnt ¢{he Amazon Rive), it
might be Cad mu wesésel.Pausaniasllaws this flight of imagination,
reporting that, in Thebesthreeimagesf Aphroditewerecawved out of
thewooden figureleadthatcrovnedCad m ushi|d?°

Figure 8. Vessel42.6 m long, found nextto the pyramid ofCheops.

27 TheCanbiidgé ncieritigon;, Vol. 1, part2, p. 347 third ed.
28 |bid., p. 346.
2 pausaasBookIX, XVI, 3.
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