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Felix Romuliana is regarded as an ideal embodiment of a purely Late Antique (4th-6th c.) city in the Roman province of Moesia 

(today's Gamzigrad in Serbia), because in the earlier Imperial Antiquity of the 1st to early 3rd centuries there appears to be simply 

nothing at all in that splendid urban space erected around 305 CE for Emperor Galerius (293-311 CE). 
 

Painting (1864; by Felix Kanitz [1829-1904]) of the ruins of the palatial compound near Gamzigrad/Serbia. An 

inscription discovered in 1986 allowed its identification as Felix Romuliana, an imperial city dated to Late Antiquity  (4th-

6th c. CE) [http://www.suedosteuropa.uni-graz.at/en/event/2012/ausstellung-mit-felix-kanitz-durch-serbien] 
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LEFT: Location of Felix Romuliana (Gamzigrad/Serbia). RIGHT: Reconstruction of buildings inside the palatial 

compound (37,200m2; north is to the right ). The smaller internal walls and towers, dated a few decades earlier, had been 

mostly left intact. The ñPorticusò arrow points to the residential palace of Emperor Galerius (293-311 CE) 
[https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gamzigrad-Romuliana,_palais_de_Gal%C3%A8re#/media/File:Relief_map_of_Serbia.png  / https://www.dainst.org/projekt/-

/project-display/31993]. 

  

https://www.dainst.org/projekt/-/project-display/31993
https://www.dainst.org/projekt/-/project-display/31993
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The excavation of Felix Romuliana is regarded as an extraordinary gift to archaeologists because it is free of the complications that 

hamper so many other sites, such as precisely separating 1st-3rd c. urban substance from new building strata belonging to the 4th-6th 

c. period. Moreoverïïwith the exception of primitive huts built in some towers once the city was ruinedïïit ñwas later never built 

overò 1 (DAIST 2013). At Felix Romuliana one can be sure that anything resembling antique substance at all will belong to Late 

Antiquity and not to the 1st-3rd c. period preceding it.  

LEFT: Galerius (293-311 CE) on an Aureus coins from Nikomedia [www.dirtyoldcoins.com/roman/id/galerius/galer103.jpg].  

CENTER: Monumental head of Galerius adorned with ñcivic crownò (found in Felix Romuliana) 
[wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Romuliana_Galerius_head.jpg].  

RIGHT : Galerius with radiate crown (in use since Hellenism) on Aes coin [http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:122_Galerius.jpg] 

 

   

                                                           
1 ñnie modern überbaut wordenñ.  

http://www.dirtyoldcoins.com/roman/id/galerius/galer103.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:122_Galerius.jpg
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Still, the absence of the 1st-3rd c. period also caused surprise because Felix Romuliana can boast a rich urban history up to the end  

Partial visualization of the palace compound of Felix Romuliana with two pagan temples before laterïï

5th c. ïïchanges by Christians. The palace of Galerius is located in the upper right. It may (to the right 

of the palace) have included an aula for audiences [http://petefris.blogspot.com/2013/12/blog-post_21.html]. 
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of the 1st c. BCE, i.e., right up to the 1st-3rd c. CE hiatus: it has ña long settlement continuity from the Neolithic period over the 

Bronze Age and the Iron Age, the Late Antiquity into the Middle Agesò2 (DAIST 2013, see already Petkovic 2011a, 40). Just  

Palace compound of Felix Romuliana (lower sections) with the urban areas (in total some 30 buildings) discovered by 

magnometer since 2004. A three-nave basilica (100 m long) is located in the upper right corner of the ñnorthern quarterò. 

A circular monument (35 m in diameter) can be seen in the lower left part. 
[Felix Romuliana 2011, 16] [http://archmap.org/archmap_2/Site/Collection?resource=&building_id=3201] 

  

                                                           
2 ñeine lange Besiedlungskontinuität von der neolithischen Zeit über die Bronze- und die Eisenzeit, die Spªtantike bis ins Mittelalter hineinñ. 


