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The Minister of the Interidrhaving asked me to travel to the département
of the Orne to gather exact information about tie¢éeorite which appeared

in the vicinity of L’Aigle on 6th Floreal of thisear, | hastened to fulfill his
purpose and | shall give account to this clashefdbservations which |
have collected. May the importance of the subjectise the multiplicity of
details | shall enter into.

Ever since the attention of scientists has movedtds the study of mineral
masses which are said to have fallen from the gihme, all the resources
of critical examination and of experience have ba@aployed to record this
astonishing phenomenon and to throw some light &s tause. In the same
time that chemical analysis determined the elemantthese masses,
distinguished them from the natural products alyéadwn, and discovered
in their perfect identity the proof, or at least tbreat probability of a
common origin, all the accounts which could haw$@me relation to same
fact have been collected; one has consulted theuats of the ancients,
whose authority has been all too often met withpmeson, and who more
and more are being recognized to be faithful wgeesthe more often that
occasions present themselves to verify their olasiems. In order to
complete these research and to make its full iranoe felt, ingenious
hypotheses have been brought forth in order tsfgatn accordance with
the laws of physics, to the hitherto observed phea. Finally, scientists
of all classes, of all countries, have united tredforts upon this great
guestion, guided, not by jealous rivalry, but bg tioble love of truth.

Without doubt, such unanimous concourse will bea®d on in the
history of the sciences. It is both result and pabtheir progress. It is a big
step made in the study of nature to be able to ®@aphenomenon no full
explanation of which can yet be entertained, anduaiage of this sort can
belong only to the most enlightened of men. We nilustefore thank our
colleague Pictet, who set us a first exemple in rifeter at hand by
communicating to us the investigations of the Estgichemists; which
Investigations a precipitous opinion might haveatee as fanciful, but
which was discussed in the present class with ¢éiserved enthusiasm

! The chemist Jean-Antoine Chaptal (1754-1832).
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thanks to which one equally avoids passing up matlkag, and welcoming
errors. Indeed, of what help can prejudices be wherything is lacking
to form oneself an opinion? Always, when facechvdbubtful questions,
the ignorant believes, the half-learned decidesettucated man examines:
he does not have the temerity to pretend to putdita the power of nature.
Let us therefore follow zealously, and withoutilegtanything hold us up,
the phenomenon which presently occupies us; amgkeishould finally
succeed, as | hope we will, to establish its rgalithout a doubt, let us not
forget that it has been the conceit of wantingxplan everything which
has caused it to be rejected for so long.

Of all the probabilities collected up to now abole fall of meteoritic
masses, the strongest result from the agreemastingx between the
identity of their composition, and the identity dfe origin which
testimonies grant them exclusively. This agreemaineéady verified in a
great number of observations, gives to this prdighivalue which is very
close to a certitude and which is by no meansnrdd by the objection that
the witnesses are but little educated; for, pedgisecause of the paucity of
their education their testimonies should, if thetdawere false, evoke
diverse substances, dissimilar circumstances;@maltbpic of this nature,
In which particular personal interest enters fothimg, the chance of the
convergence of testimonies is unique, whereasathteir divergence is
infinitely multiple.

Still, it remained much to be desired that sucthanmmenon be at least
once recorded in an irrecusable manner, and thas gdarticularities be
faithfully collected, as much in order to establssimoral certitude as to its
existence, as to know exactly the circumstancashwdignal it, and which
are also necessary in order, if at all possibleyuoto trace our way back to
its causes, or at least, to prevent us from gekbisign error when searching
for the latter.

Convinced of such truth, | felt that only the msstupulous exactitude and
faithfulness could make useful to science the mrsgiith which | had been
entrusted. | constituted myself as a witness egédrirom all systematic
thinking; and, in order to not offer anything whietight endanger the trust
in that which | am going to report, | will limit nsglf in this memoir to



exposing the facts such as | have collected thatheged them, and only
developing the immediate consequences resultimg fr@ir relationships.

| will even abstain from examining how they draws# to or move far from
hitherto imagined hypotheses.

Before beginning my research, | found it necestamethodically classify
the facts on which | was to principally direct niyservations; | therefore put
them together in the following table:

The presence of meteoritic stones in
the hands of inhabitants of the area.

PHYSICAL, derived from: Traces or d.ebris left or occasioned by
the meteorite.

Mineralogical and geological
circumstances of the area.

ARGUMENTS

The testimonies of persons who have
seen and heard the meteorite;

The testimonies of persons who have
heard the meteorite but have not

MORAL, derived from: seen it

The testimonies of persons who,
finding themselves on the spot, have
searched for and collected
informations about the meteorite and
its effects.

Before leaving, | gathered on these diverse questtl the information |
could put my hands on. | begged citizen Hally tedkind as to enlighten
me as to the mineralogy of the land | was goirgutwey. Citizen Coquebert
Montbret, a correspondant of this class, furnishedwith the necessary
knowledge about the physical geography of said .ldadally, citizen
Fourcroy was kind enough to give me a copy of #gieets which he had
received from L’Aigle relative to the apparitionthie meteorite.

| left Paris on the 7th Messidor (June 26th), tgkivith me a compass, a
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Cassini map, and a sample of the meteoritic stoBaudotar? which had
been handed there to our colleague Cuvier: | iredrid use it as a term of
comparison, and | was curious to find out whatiartge inhabitants of the
cantons where it was said that similar ones haenfalvould assign to it.

But | did not go straight away to the very spottHé explosion of the
meteorite had indeed been as violent as we havetbkk its noise must
have been heard very far away. It was therefocemiormity with the rules
of critical investigation to start by gatheringanination in distant places
about this extraordinary noise, about the day bhadhour it had been heard,
to follow its direction and to let myself be ledtegtimonies right to the spot
where the meteorite was said to have explodedisnway, | would be to
gather, over a large expanse of land, comparafdemations; for, as to the
noise, and the very circumstances of the explosestimonies would have
to concord, wherever they were gathered. Anywdystalies relative to
meteoritic masses have their apparition preceded bgll of fire. It was
important to make out if the meteorite of L’Aigladhbeen accompanied by
the same circumstances, and it was only far fragrsfiot of the explosion
that | could ascertain this.

Guided by these considerations, | first went ton&ten, chef-lieu of the
Orne département, situated at 15 leagues (1 nieague =4 km; 15 x4 =
60km) to the south-west of the city of L’Aigle.

On my way, the courier from Brest to Paris told thiat on Tuesday, 6th
Floreal? at 9 leagues (36km) beyond Alencon, between $ieix and Pré-

2 Now a part of Cazaubon, commune of the départemeneisf Midi-Pyrénées). A
6.4 K stone fell there in 1790.

% The metric system, called MKpS for “métre - kilogrampagds - seconde” one of
the lasting contributions of the French Revolutiord haen adopted by decree of the
Convention on the 18th Germinal of the year 3 (7 4vi45).

* The Republican Calendar, with its poetic-bucolic nanfesonths, was introduced
by decree of the Convention on 14th Vendémiaire ofélae 2 (October 5, 1793) in order to
wean the nation of the patterns of religious timeresfees. It was abrogated by Napoleon in
1805. It can be seen here that its division of the miontifree “decades” of ten days each did
not catch on: the former days of the week continudzktosed. This “Tuesday” should have
been a “Sextidi...”



en-Pail, he saw in the sky a globe of fire whicpeared in a serene sky, on
the side of Mortagne, and seemed to be falling tdevéhe north. Some
instants later, a great noise was heard, likewfdler, or of a carriage rolling
continuously over cobblestones. This noise lagtedrsl minutes, and could
be heard despite the noise of the mail-coach wivachthen driving over a
dirt road. The time was three quarters after naowl, the courier told me
that he had immediately checked his watch, asge lsad most astonished
him. He added that, when arriving in Alencon, hd t@d this fact in the
house where he had spent the night; and this has t@nfirmed to me
since. From the progess of this fiery globe, fréra hoise, and especially
from the hour, | judged that this was the beginnoighe meteorite of
L’Aigle.

In Alencon, they had vaguely heard about this phewon, but they had
seen nothing; and no extraordinary noise had ma€kiheard: which is not
surprising in a large town, amidst the tumult eharket day. The prefect,
the chief engineer of bridges and roads, the psofasat the central school
had no knowledge of the meteorite. But if theseeits were not able to
give me any direct information on the subject, tieyished me with
others, no less useful, by letting me inspect tlaillections. Citizen
Barthélemy, engineer in chief, a man as distingeddhy his knowledge as
esteemed in the area for his character, has biamself for five years
collecting samples of all mineral substances faaride département of the
Orne, with the purpose of finding material necegsarndustry or for civil
construction. In this collection which | examinedipthing resembles
meteoritic masses, and citizen Bartélemy himseaih whom a left a sample
of the one fallen at Barbotan in 1790, had neven saything coming close
to it. | found myself thus enlightened on one o thain points of my
mission. | similarly examined the collection ané ttabinets of the central
school, and if | did not find there anything analog to the object of my
research, | nevertheless brought back with me a dezply felt esteem for
the zeal, the efforts and the perseverance ofrtifegsors who compose this

®> Ecoles Centrales: public establishments of learmingded by the Revolution in
replacement of the ancient colleges with an emphassgientific education and financed by
the state. They had to be equiped with a public libraggrden, a cabinet of natural history
and a cabinet of experimental sciences (i.e. a lag)a
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establishment.

Citizen Lamagdeleine, the prefect, not having hifissen able to give me
any information, furnished me most obligingly walhmeans to obtain these
at L’Aigle and in the various places where | woddd stopping. The
librarian of the central school, a young man fiitedent and energy, agreed,
upon my asking, to gather some information relatovéhe meteorite of
L’Aigle. He was able to collect but simple storiéy, word of mouth, but
these agreed with each other and with what we dyr&aew. Having no
other exceptation concerning the purpose of mgimms | left Alengcon on
10th Messidor (29 June) et made myself on the wayAigle, with an
active and intelligent guide. | intended to stoplirthe places where | could
hope for answers to my questions; | even plannepbtoff to the houses |
could make out at a distance from the road.

The first inhabited place we came to was Seez, al4own 10 leagues
(40km) from L’Aigle. The noise of the meteorite haelen heard there; the
people indicated precisely the day, the hour apditherse circumstances.
It was like a very loud thunderclap which seemeddme from the north
and the rolling of which, accompanied with severaicessive explosions,
lasted five or six minutes. Persons finding thenesein the square believed
at first that it was the noise of a carriage rglover the cobblestones and
coming from Argentan or from the town of Merleratiiey only noticed that
they were mistaken when nothing was seen coming,the noise was
continuing. These persons were the more astoniseeause the sky was
perfectly serene, without the slightest cloud, and could notice nothing
extraordinary in it. They also said that travelleosning from Falaise and
Caen had strongly heard the same explosion, andhiéyahad been much
frightened; they also added that a ball of fire hpgeared in the direction
of Falaise, and that the subprefect of Argentandsah given a stone which

¢ J.-B. Biot is touching here, in discreet dissent, goldically sensitive subject:
Bonaparte’s hatchet had already fallen on the écelasales. They were to be disbanded this
very year. They had been found to coordinate poorly githary education, to suffer from
the absence of a moral and religious education, andtsormuch freedom being granted to
the students. The revolutionary schools were found todeevolutionary... Through the law
of 8th Pluviose of the year 11 (28th January, 1803) theiryn@sgembled libraries had been
handed over to the communes.



had fallen from the sky.

These informations made me think that the effetth® meteorite had

covered a space much larger than the one we hagineth My goal being

to first circumbscribe exactly said space, | folemithe indications | had just
received and headed in the direction of Argentan.

We had been already on the road for a while whemetea man who knew
my guide and who appeared to me, like him, vergliigent. This man,
when interrogated about the phenomenon which kieasg, remembered
very well the day and the hour. He was busy writvigen he heard the
explosion. His window being open, and orientechsrtorth, he had lifted
his head in order to make out where the noise deong but, to his great
surprise, he had seen the sky serene and theraoilasg in the air. He
added that people having come back from Caen headl lilee same noise at
the same time, but that no stones had fallen ihdinaction; that the one
which had been given to the subprefect of Argentane from somewhere
else, and that the noise had generally seemedne from the north-west,
and to follow in a parallel the road from Argentarfalaise.

This was precisely the direction indicated by thigelrs we had received.
Upon this information, we turned around and toakiaghe road to L'Aigle,
well assured that we were leaving nothing of img@oce behind.

We stopped at Nonant, a village situated 8 leaffifdsn) to the west-south-
west of L’Aigle. The inhabitants there have heamtyvdistinctly the

explosion of the meteorite. It scared them enordyotieey compare it to the
noise of a carriage rolling over cobblestonespdhé noise of a violent fire
in a chimney. Barrier workers, who had laid themsglto rest along the
road, jumped up, much afraid. They saw nothinghi& air, which was
serene. No stone fell in that place.

From Nonant, we went to the town of Merlerault. Qur way, we met
shepherds in the countryside. | questioned thekmagshem if they had not
been much scared by an extraordinary noise whidhninede itself heard
some two months ago. They answered affirmativeticated to me exactly
the day, the hour and the direction of the noiseyfoo had been surprised



to see a serene sky. Other peasants whom | quegtaonthe road reported
the same.

Atthe town of Merlerault, seven leagues (28km)tvaesith-west of L’Aigle,

| collected the same stories; but the noise ofettfdosion and the fear it
induced were stronger by reason of the increasadrmity. Men, women,
children whom | questioned agreed exactly as talthg the hour and the
direction of the meteorite. They had seen nothini@pé air, and the sky was
serene. Horses which were in a courtyard, havingedoack from the fields
and still harnessed, jumped in fear over a heddeaam into the street: so
great was the strength of the explosion, yet astauice of over 7 leagues
(28km). No stones had fallen in this town; but ded@ad heard that some
had fallen in the direction of L’Aigle, and | wasvgn one of these stones
which had been brought as a curiosity by a caltevas indeed a piece
similar to those which had been sent to us.

From Merlerault we went to Sainte-Gauburge. Onrtfaal, | questioned a
great number of peasants, on their way to or akworthe fields. Men,
women, children all had heard the explosion theesday and report it to
have been at the same time, on a Tuesday, betweenamd two o’clock.

A little cauldron-mender of some ten to twelve geairage, who was on the
road with his sheets of tin and his tools on hiskbavas listening to a
peasant woman from whom | was asking details atimiexplosion. Oh!

Monsieur, he said to me, it was heard much fadkey; it was heard three
leagues (12km) from Avranches. - That's what youehheard said? -
Monsieur, | know it better than from hear-say, heseal was there. - There
are 36 leagues (144km)from Avranches to L'Aigle.

In the village of Sainte-Gauburge, 4 leagues (16knte south-south-west
of L’Aigle, the inhabitants have all heard the egbn the same day and
more or less at the same time than everywherelais@p meteoritic stones
fell at this spot. Yet, they had heard about theké&ch had fallen near
L’Aigle, and several inhabitants of the place wergossession of some
samples. | was taken to a thatched cottage outsedéllage, where | found
a peasant of the area who held one in his hariust showed him the one
from Barbotan, and he immediately identified itom& having fallen from
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the sky. Then he showed me the one in his possesswas in every way
similar to the ones we had, and must have weighedte.48 K (1.06 Ib).

His wife had picked it up in front of their doorhere it had fallen and had
dug itself into the ground. The stone still showleel traces of this fall and
the peasant brought them to my attention. He seéoriszlholding onto this
curiosity: | did not ask him for it. He told me th#e was from the village of
Saint-Sommaire. | have since found out that thithéscanton where the
greatest number of them fell.

An old man told me that, finding himself then wargiin a field near
L’Aigle, he had seen in the sky a small cloud frefmch explosions came
out which succeeded each other over several mingelsad heard stones
whistle and fall.

From Sainte-Gauburge to L’Aigle, | questioned salgeasants who all
agreed with the reports | had already gatheredhtNailling prevented me
from further multiplying these informations, whieh any rate could not
have taught me much more, as it was to the otlkerafi L'Aigle that the

meteorite had burst. | reached this city aroundinetihe evening, on the
same day as | had departed from Alencon.

| went immediately to see our colleague Leblond;lbwas not able to see
him. | learned anyway that the whole city had heatdaid day and hour,
a terrifying noise. No stones had fallen in L’Aigtself, but people had
heard about them. People who were then at Caercalssie that the same
noise had been heard there at about the samedanddhat a globe of fire
had been seen, which had caused a great fear.

On the day following my arrival, | showed up at cofleague Leblond’s: |
was as happy as | was flattered to find in him kb#hlights of a scientist
and the kindness of a friend.

Citizen Leblond and his brother-in-law citizen Humgy, a former military
man, had both, as well as their families, hearchthise of the meteorite. It
was like a thunderclap which lasted without intptron for about five
minutes, and which was accompanied by frequentoskuhs resembling
discharges of musketry. At first, one had takea ltte the noise of a carriage
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rolling over the cobblestones, or for the noise enag a violent fire in a
chimney.

Comparing these accounts, made by enlightened wignthose we had
collected in the countryside over an aera of ov@ilehgues (40km) of
radius, we can see that they absolutely agreetas ay, the hour and the
nature of the explosion. We can therefore, witrcattitude, deduce from
them the following consequences:

There occurred in the vicinity of L'Aigle, on Tuagdth Floreal in the year
11, around one o’clock in the afternoon, a violerplosion which lasted
five to six minutes, with a continuous rolling. §kexplosion was heard at
a distance of some 30 leagues (120km) all around.

If we compare the account made by the courier eéBrabout the globe of
fire which he had spotted, with that of the trasedlcoming from Caen and
from Falaise and with the content of the lettergteam from this latter city
on the very day of the explosion, we shall finct titese accounts agree as
to the day, the hour and the direction of this mete.

| have learned since, through other informatioat the phenomenon has
been seen nearly at the same time at Pont-Audemdeinathe vicinity of
Verneuil.

From these testimonies put together, we can addillipdeduce as certain
this second consequence:

On Tuesday, 6th Floreal of the year 11, a few madsiegfore the explosion
at L’Aigle, there appeared in the air a luminouslge animated with a
rapid movement. This globe was not observed atdl@Aibut it was in
several other cities of the region and which whezgy distant from each
others.

| took all measures necessary to have precise aittpha intelligence

of the various spots where this phenomenon was seeaxs to deduct from
it its progression, and to follow, as far as pdssithe whole length of its
course. But meanwhile, if one considers the dag hibur at which it was
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observed, the trajectory it took, and the explosubmch succeeded to its
apparition, we shall conclude from it with the saangount of certitude this
third consequence:

The explosion which occurred on 6th Floreal in¥i@nity of L’Aigle was
the consequence of the apparition of a flaming ghwhich exploded in the
air.

And it must be noticed that these results agredepdy with the
descriptions which have already been made of mié&soto which is
attributed the fall of mineral masses.

| come now to the very question of the fall of smechsses; and as this was
the most important element in the phenomenon, theésone to which |
dedicated the greatest care, both in details atichim

The first information | received at L'Aigle abouti$ object were given to
me by citizen Humphroy, and relates to a stone kve8.56 K (18.87 Ib)
which is said to have fallen in La Vassolerie, liage situated one league
(4km) to the north of L’Aigle. Citizen Humphroy, gied by the public
rumor, went to the spot on the very day, on thecedef his brother-in-law,
citizen Leblond. He had still seen the peasantsmalked around the hole
the stone had made upon falling. The stone waadreeduced to 6.1 K
(13.45 Ib) because everybody hastened to take ioen it. Citizen
Humphroy obtained easily what was left over andigha it to his brother[-
in-law], who sent it immediately to Paris. | have iy possession a
characteristic sample of it.

Citizen Leblond, aware of the importance of thergmeenon, transported
himself immediately on the spot. He too still she peasants assembled; he
noted with them the depth of the hole, which w&sr0(19.69 in); he saw
the dirt thrown up all around it to more than 4.8@rG.94 ft) distance; He
dug from the hole three large silexes which seetodthve prevented the
stone from penetrating to a greater depth.

| have since seen in his company this scary tratlkeeometeorite, | have
listened to the accounts of the owners of this Bplishave heard the
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testimony of the children who were staying in tloe$e when the mass fell
twenty paces away from them; and these are thenmafitons which |
received from them:

The father of these children was returning fromigla with his wife and
his daughter-in-law; they suddenly heard in th@aiextraordinary noise of
thunder, accompanied by a rolling noise as of ditegn a chimney. There
were almost no clouds in the sky, except for onallshtack cloud, and a
scattering of others such as are commonly seerthbud was no sign of a
thunderstorm. The noise seemed to come out oftladl sloud, and moved
away in front of them continuously roaring and mgf They were all three
extremely scared. The young woman fell in a famd ¢he father did not
dare to speak. This frightening noise lasted origmaminutes. When they
arrived home, they saw all their neighbors assetiybled thought that some
misfortune had occurred during their absence: threy closer and were
shown the mass which had just been unearthed. dtherfweighed it
immediately: it's weight was 8.56 K, as | have negpd.

The son, having come back from the fields, gavedetails even more
precise: it was he and his brothers who had fosterunning at the noise
of the fall of the stone, and who had unearthed it.

He was having lunch with his brothers and sistadeua walnut-tree which
he pointed out to me: suddenly, they heard abose Heads a terrifying

noise of thunder, accompanied with a rolling soticmous that they

believed that they were about to die. The yound m&hhis siblings to

throw themselves to the ground so as not to berbéway. Then they heard
in the neighboring meadow a terrible blow, whichytltompare to that of
a full barrel falling from on high. They ran toetlspot, from which they
were separated by a hedge, and saw this stoneh \whtt dug itself in so
deeply that it had made the water well up.

| examined with our colleague Leblond the hole fhich this mass was
pulled. It is situated at the entrance to a hunastyre, the soil of which
certainly does not include anything like it amotgynatural products. Can
one reasonably suppose that a mass so considealidehave existed for
a long time without being noticed in a place fregflyepassed by; that all of

14



a sudden the children of the house and the neighlvould have gotten

together, just by chance, to affirm that they haard something very heavy
fall on that same spot, with a very big noise; thlathese circumstances
would have coincided with what was happening atsdme moment two

leagues (8km) away from there, and that finallyenofithe spectators could
have remembered ever having seen this stone befatthese are the
pecularities one would have to suppose having clogether in order to

infirm the truth of this testimony.

Let us observe another very important circumstaAsehe peasants had,
on the very spot, and in a few instants, brokesofihany fragments of this
mineral mass, it appears that it did not then hheeextreme hardness
which we find it to have today. In fact, our colie Leblond assures us that
when it was brought to his home, it was still vegsy to break, and the
small pieces which one broke off from it crumblextvieeen one’s fingers.
This is assuredly a fact attested by an eyewitmesthy of all trust. The
same thing has been affirmed to me since in tweiffigrent places, and by
all those who handled theses substances in thefosents. Yet, so fast a
passage from a friable state to one of complet&lisolannounces the
presence of a cause which had recently troubled figgregation. This
agrees therefore with the testimonies, provingttinede mineral masses are
foreign to the places where they found themselaed,that they had been
recently transported there.

Returning to La Vassolerie, | took pains to acqspecific informations to
acquire a knowledge of the route which the metedrad followed, and the
expanse of land over which it seemed to have blinstse first informations
gave me as limits the city of L’Aigle on the onélesi on the other five
villages, with names of Saint-Antonin, Gloss, Canyha Ferté-Fresnel and
Gauville. It was an area three leagues (12km) longvo leagues (8km)
broad, which | determined to explore completelyftiilowing day.

| left at six in the morning, accompanied by a gueho knew the country
and inhabitants well. We went first to the chatefkontenil, where all the
testimonies placed the beginning of the explositie masters being away,
| talked to the concierge of the chateau, who sedeimene a sensible and
trustworthy man. He had, like everybody else, haarderal violent blows,
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resembling cannon fire, followed by a roaring l&kére in a chimney. All
of a sudden, a huge thud had been heard on thadjauthe enclosure
surrounding the chateau, as of a large tree fadiftey having been stripped
of its branches. Workers which where at work inearby wood came
running at the noise; the cattle, fightened, ravarals the place where the
fall had occurred. A young man of fifteen, who wawking ten feet away,
under a shed, said he had seen a stone fall: gyt @loser and retrieved
one weighing three pounds. It had made a hole afdi8es in the ground.
The concierge measured it after having removeanéfally, in order to
deposit it in the archives of the house togeth#én am account of the event.
| saw the young man who is an eyewitness; | alsotsa hole made by the
stone; | saw the very stone itself, and am bringiack a sample of it, which
| was allowed to break off.

The soil of the enclosure, which is called in tisa the “cour,” is made of
loam, humid and covered with grass. Below the huamesfinds pebbles:
nothing signals that one should find there natylibstances resembling
meteoritic masses, and all the inhabitants of thesha are quite certain never
to have seen any.

| have also a piece of a similar sample, fallen mffield near Fontenil: it
passed whistling above the head of the shephevehdm it caused a great
fright, and fell twenty paces away from him. Thesesp, terrified by the
noise of the meteorite, huddled together. The feld since been plowed,
and no other stones of the same nature have beed.f@hese details were
given to me at Fontenil by an eyewitness who wasigit before me.

From Fontenil, | went to the hamlet of la Métoneeand the concierge of
the chateau which we were leaving was kind enooglo¢company us to this
farm, which is his property. The inhabitants of téwen saw the cloud above
their heads. Their account of the noise of the @siph is the same as
everywhere else. They saw two stones fall intortigard, quite close to
them: one, of which they showed me the spot, wddsih falling; it was
burning hot, as the earth was seen to smoke alhdrd. They only dared
remove it the following day, so much afraid theyrevd am bringing back
a sample of it. The second one had fallen intodg&ethey looked for it for
a longtime, but could not find it.
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The soil of la Métonnerie is made of a little huncosering a layer of shale;
above, there is gravel which is used in construactio

| have also a sample of a stone fallen nearbypiae called la Marceliéere.
It was seen by a child who was guarding sheeplliméxt to him. The piece
| am bringing back was given to me by the fathehaf child. According to

the volume he evoked to me, this stone must hawghwd about 1.96 K (3
pounds = 4.32 |b) before anything was taken awamy fit.

From la Métonnerie, | went to the village of SaMtolas-de-Sommaire: |
introduced myself to a lady to whom had been brougany meteoritic
stones; she used to hold the seigneury of thisooa®he welcomed me in
good style and passed on to me, by herself andghrber attendants, all the
details which had come to her knowledge. | founlklest home two priests,
the local one and the one of a neighboring hanalged Saint-Michel-de-
Sommaire; there was besides these the forest waatiena trusted lady,
long attached to the house. All these personspexoethe warden, are eye-
witnesses of the fall of the stones. The latter W& on his way from
L’Aigle; he only saw the meteorite and heard thes@o

The priest of Saint-Nicolas was looking straigtibithe cloud from which
the explosion started. It was an elongated sqtiaedpnger side of which
was oriented east to west; it seemed immobile aacwhtinuous noise was
coming out of it, resembling the noise of a greahyndrums; then one could
hear the stones whistling through the aire likespagshots, and fall onto
the ground with a dull sound. One could very wel ghat the cloud
exploded successively from different sides, ant eae of these explosions
resembled the noise of a fire-craker. The prieSaoht-Nicolas heard these
stones fall, but without seeing them falling; bl priest of Saint-Michel
assured me that he had seen one which fell wigsitito the courtyard of
his presbytery, at the feet of his niece, andabwended more than one foot
high on the cobble-stones. He right away told neee@to bring it to him;
but she didn’t dare, and another woman who wadyegacked it up. | did
not see it; but the priest assured me that it wassery way similar to the
others, and these stones, of which we have a guealber before our eyes,
are too well known now in this area that it shooépossible to mistake
them for something else.
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The mistress of the house gave me several of thasses which had been
seen to fall.  am bringing along some more, ofalibiwas shown the still
recent holes, and which bear the imprint of theates on which they fell.
They are all of the same nature than the ones mady have, and in this
regard there are as many witnesses as there alaitats. It seems, from
the information which | have gathered, that thetiar this place and in its
vicinity, a frightening number of stones; but desghe fact that they are
still big, as they weigh up to 0.97 K (2 pounds.%z42Ib), none of them
equal those of la Vassolerie and of the vicinityohtenil: a circumstance
which it is important to notice.

Everybody agrees in saying that the stones smokdte spots in which
they had just fallen. When brought inside the heueey released an odor
of sulfur so disagreeable that they had to be drbagtside again. A large
chunck which | broke off still yielded to me thidar very strongly, but only
in the inside. During the first days, these stdmedke very easily; all have
since acquired the hardness which is now knowrstdl'bhese changes in
state are as many physical proofs which convergadav that these stones
are foreign to the places where they then founchfedves, or that they had
been transported there recently.

Here, as in la Métonnerie, the soil is made of loaowering a layer of shale;
all the houses are built of pebblestones: neverangihing seen resembling
a meteoritic stone.

We must remark that the testimonies here acqueatigrstrength through
the status and the moral qualities of the withesg&shave at first a very
respectable lady, who can have no interest in ngatkimgs up; then two
men of the church, who could not, for any motivevdnintended to alter the
truth, especially in front of persons on whose @steand trust they
depended; finally, there is an aged woman who sdenmsve been long
attached to this household and who, being convititacthis phenomenon
Is a warning from heaven, would not have dared tsrapresent its
circumstances, especially when talking in from@fsons she is in the habit
of respecting. Finally, the testimony of the foresirden is in itself a
guarantee of the truth of all the others; for I\kraedready that this man had
not been present when the stones were fallingnaitder did he pretend to
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have seen them fall. Only, his work compelling hnariss-cross the fields,
he had had the occasion to spot and unearth sef¢hase masses, which
he gave to me, and of which he showed to me theestent holes. He was
quite certain never to have seen anything sinalad,one knows how keenly
observant the people of his profession are.

From Saint-Nicolas-de-Sommaire | went, led by thésden, to the hamlet
of Bas-Vernet where he lives, and in which it waislghat a great number
of stones fell. Seeing the desire | had to find lopenyself and to dig it up
from the ground, he brought me to a little fieldie¥éhhe owns, and where
he had noticed a hole which he thought had beererbgicbne of these
stones: he had waited for the harvest to be doasdertain himself of it; but
however much we looked and dug in this hole, wddcoat find anything.
If it was an annoyance for me to be disappointeadyrexpectation, it gave
me at least a renewed occasion to judge the gathdofamy guide.

We then went to a neighboring farm, where we foamelderly woman and
two young girls, who declared to us all three tihaly had seen stones fall
and were horribly afraid by them: they were alonentin the house and
expected to perish instantly. They showed to meersé¢vholes in the
enclosure of the farm, from which they had extrdctnes, and gave me
a sample. It is always of the same kind.

We tried for a long time to find by ourselves sdefe-over; but it was in
vain. The ground had since been soaked by thettamgrass had grown,
and the holes themselves, from which the stonesbkad extracted, had
refilled themselves almost entirely. It was therefaery difficult to find
more, which would have escaped the first seardeslooked especially
under a tree and in a hedge where someone had $teaes fall between
the branches, and from which a bird had flown wt;viee found nothing. |
did nevertheles notice that several of the brandfdke tree and of the
hedge, situated in a vertical direction, had seflalamage.

After all these fruitless searches, we went toighieoring farm. We were
again given the same accounts about the explosidntlze fall of the

meteorite. The son of the household, aged tendtveyhis mother and his
sister, aged fifteen or sixteen, were witnessdblddacts. In the middle of
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this terrifying noise, which they describe like ex@dy else, they saw a big
stone fall, which broke off a branch of a pear:ttee young lad ran to pick
it up; but finding it dug into the ground, he cdllento his sister to bring a
spade. She came running; but hardly had she artheatda small stone
passed in front of her face and fell at her felbe then had no greater hurry
than to flee, and the stone was picked up thevimtlg day, when fear had
dissipated, along with the danger. | was shownpbar-tree, and | am
bringing a sample of the stone which broke on¢sobranches.

Several other farms in the vicinity gave me the eaestimonies and
everywhere the same phenomena have been seen.

| left those parts to go to the hamlet of Mesleatarmer named Gibon,
whom my guides knew. He was a man of sixty-foult,dtigood sense and
reason; he received me with the greatest cordidtiey his family and his
servants, are eye-witnesses to the phenomenon; desgribe its
circumstances exactly as they are everywhere Bfeeroaring ressembled
so much the noise of a chimney-fire that they velithat the house was on
fire, and ran to the pond to fetch water to extisgut. “We saw, this old
man told me, stones fall from above. | myself, vaino not fearful and who
was tired, did not bother to go pick them up; bytchildren ran out for
them and brought them back. One of them fell clogke pond, and scared
a hen which was close by; another fell onto theafopur roof and rolled all
the way down: we thought that the chimney wasrglli Looking at this
respectable farmer, on could not doubt that hisnesy was the exact
expression of the truth.

| was given a sample of this stone; | was showtherslope of the roof the
wooden link which serves to hold the thatching whdth it had broken off.
A lot of other stones had fallen into the courtyatdch had been picked up.
They assured me that there was one in the pondarsottier one in a half-
dried up ditch. We had to give up on the former;leaked for the second,
but to no use.

The son of the household, who had already givendall that were left

over, told me that he had found some in a fielduala quarter of a league
(1km) away. | asked him if he had similarly visitell the neighboring
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fields. He answered me that he hadn’t; and as ldeeghe was indicating
was close to Saint-Nicolas-de-Sommaire, where Wkagreat number of
these stones to have fallen, | decided to takgyamany search, hoping that
| would be more lucky.

Indeed, after looking for about an hour, under ataodent sun, we found
one which | pulled myself from the ground wheredts buried; | held it for
a long time, burning, in my hand, so great washhat to which it was
exposed. It perfectly resembles all those we airéxad!.

Satisfied of this little discovery, | examined th&ure of the soil where we
were, and of the various substances which were found in it. | gave to
this examination a time and care proportionattstmportance. Itis a fairly
light soil, on the surface of which one finds graared some foundry slag
which is calledaitier. It is said that a very long time ago, there haghben
this spot smithies, which had been abandoned. Bgswie know how this
slag differs from meteoritic stone, and the peastmmselves did not err
about it; for, around L’Aigle, they know nowaday®se stones very well,
and know very well how to distinguish them from ttkers, which they call
In opposition “natural stones.”

Coming back, my young guide pointed at a shephetla fields who was
known in former times to be an unbeliever, but wid been converted by
fear of this terrible meteorite.

Returning to the village of Mesles, | left immedigtfor the town of Gloss.

It was one of those which my previous informatiomdicated as being on
the edges of the meteorite. Indeed, no stonesdika there, despite the
fact that the explosion had been heard violentlheosouth-west. | knew
that a few stones had fallen, but small ones aradvery small number, at
the hamlet of la Bélangere, situated to the weskloks. Through these
accounts, and through the informations | receivaalit, | found myself

confirmed in my opinion that nothing had fallentire villages of Saint-

Antonin and of Couvain.

From the roaming around | had just done and froenrformations it had
yielded me, | knew the limits of the explosion e south, the east and the
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north; it remained for me only to wander along thestern edge, and
therefore, when | left Gloss, | directed myself éods the south-west.

| went first to the hamlet of la Barne, into theuke that bears this name.
The persons living in it had heard the noise ofrtleteorite, and had been
much scared by it; but having found themselvesimgheir home, they had
seen no stones falling, and were only alerted abasiphenomenon by their
tenants who brought pieces which had just beendfaithe courtyard. |
was given a sample.

The master of the house took me to his farm, thartts of which furnished
me with much stronger testimony. Not only had teegn and heard the
meteorite, but stones fell whistling around theke lhail. They ran to the
pond, believing that the buildings were on firegithfright was such that
they expected to die and they still talked aboig &#vent only with terror.
All the stones fallen here are very small: thessppehad picked up so many
of them that they ended up throwing them into theniard, as being of no
interest. Still, | was given a few of them, whidiey had preserved. We
looked for a long time among the pastures to see ifould still find some
on the ground; but in vain: the grass had grownhigh. They don’t say
here that the stones were hot when they were pigigtthis is probably due
to their small volume.

From there | went to the hamlet of Boislaville, antloduced myself at the
home bearing this name. The owner, whom | foundethgsldressing, is a
young man of twenty-eight to thirty years, who sedraducated and well-
born; he served in the war of the Revolution artiésefore not likely to be
afraid by a thunderclap. These particularities gvimuch weight to his
testimony, | took it down with special care, améport about it faithfully.

Citizen Boislaville was standing in the middle of bourtyard, bareheaded;
he suddenly heard something like three or four carshots, followed by
some kind of a discharge, which sounded like dlaas, after which there
occurred like a horrendous roll of drums, accomearby the very loud
whistle caused by stones falling to the ground. dihevas quiet and the sky
serene; one could only observe directly above thetgard a small black
cloud which seemed immobile and from which all th@se seemed to
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originate. Right afterwards, a great quantity ofeneitic stones were picked
up in the enclosure around the house: they wesxaktmely small. Citizen
Boislaville gave me several pieces.

The mother of citizen Boislaville, an aged and vespectable lady, attested
to the same thing and with the same details. Alhadp had seen the same
effects, and their accounts agreed among them. adybeen extremely
scared; the animals were violently agitated andelleved that the fire was
everywhere in the house.

Citizen Boislaville had informed himself whetheosés had fallen in the
town of La Ferté-Frénel; but none had been seeth, tlais matched the
accounts which had been given to me in other places

Here, as in la Barne, the soil is made of good |loasnare the fields and
pastures around; one cannot find pebbles, andthtwith bricks. Citizen
Boislaville is quite certain that one has nevenseehis countryside stones
similar to those which fell.

Here is therefore a witness whose moral charactisripm above suspicion
of untruth. His account coincides in the smalletads with those reported
everywhere around. Such an account could it eXigtyvere not based on
truth?

From Boislaville, | went to the farm of la Blandéme, where | had been told
that meteoritic stones had fallen in a fairly grgadntity, but they were very
small. I only found in the house an aged woman wdwald not give me
much details, but who confirmed what | already knEBvom there, | came
to the hamlet of Teil, where | expected to findwérw of these stones;
indeed, only a small number had fallen there, &uegt tvere very small. It
was therefore difficult to get samples, the inhais holding onto to them,
the more so because they were rare. | experieheeshime difficulty, for the
same cause, in the neighboring village of Guillesnyet | was given one of
these stones which had fallen in front of the dwfiax house together with
several others which | was shown, and which werdaily of a very small
volume. From all these signs, | judged myself tabthe western limit of
the explosion. Indeed, | assured myself by pusfartiger that no meteoritic
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stones have been seen beyond this place; none teé town of Gauville.

Taking up the road again towards L’Aigle, | stoppatdthe chateau of
Corboyer. | knew that many stones had fallen is fhace. Indeed, the
workmen who were working in the courtyard told rhattthey had been
much afraid when they had heard them whistle ardb@ch, and seen them
come down the roofs, like hailstones. The owner aiesent; | talked to the
concierge, who seemed to me a very intelligent rHaconfirmed all these
facts and took me to the mayor of the place, whe gae a piece which had
fallen in front of his house and assured me thaenke it had ever been
seen in the area.

On the day following the explosion, the mayor hatten to the subprefect
of Argentan to inform him of this appalling fall sfones; he had even sent
along a sample, and it was the one which | had t®dmabout at Seez. But,
before writing to Alencon, the subprefect had deg@mecessary to get
further informations, which were held up by variaiscumstances. This
was why citizen Lamagdelaine had had no knowleddleeoevent.

| returned to L’Aigle at ten in the evening, bringiwith me all the samples
| had been given, as well as the accompanying notech | had taken
down on the spot; the following day, | busied miypekting them in order.
Despite the fact that these informations seemaetketsufficient to establish
the reality of the phenomenon, | neglected notdungng my stay in L’Aigle
in order to complete them, and | looked with eqgadd faith for anything
that would confirm or infirm them; but, as to tladtér, | could not find any
plausible objection, and especially, not a sinddsenvation, not a single
story told on the spot which would have contradictiee results of my
enquiry.

Still, I wanted to employ yet another, last meansdrify it. It is a usage
among the peasants of the area to assemble on\somataings on the
square at L'Aigle. On that day, | went among thasked them questions
and, according to the accounts they made of theonét, | was able to
consistently determine in which canton they livied;those who had seen
stones fall were within the limits | had roamedd @nose who hadn’t seen
any, were outside. There occurred no exceptiomitorule. | concluded
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from it that | had well circumscribed the surfaceiowhich the meteorite
had burst.

It was amidst these groups, where nobody was s@grio see so much
iImportance being given to the phenomenon, thatpeaged out to me the

one among all the peasants of the area who seenhed e been exposed to
the greatest danger. He is called Piche, a wredcter, who lives in the

village of Aunées, in the commune of Gloss. Whenetkplosion happened,
he was working outdoors with several workmen: astglanced along his

arm and fell at his feet; he tried to pick it ug fuwas scorchingly hot and

he let it drop, quite scared. This fact, which wad to me at first on the

square by the peasants, was confirmed to me bgndmshimself, when they

brought him to me. He no longer had this stonectvlan interest foreign to

the sciences had made it to be picked up and muxcseveral others; but

he gave me a piece which had fallen at the same tim the same spot,
close to him, under the eyes of all his companions.

Finally, when | had assured myself by all possiéans that | had no more
enlightenment to acquire nor any new informatiartsdpe for, | left L’Aigle
on 16th Messidor (5 July) and returned to Paris.

If one is to compare, following the rules of créienquiry, the moral and
physical testimonies which | have thus truthfutyorted, one will find in
them a reunion of proofs such as can fit only thént

Indeed, let us consider first the physical testirasn

Nobody has ever seen, before the explosion oflétie&, meteoritic stones
in the hands of the inhabitants of the area.

Mineralogical collections made with the greatestarke, over several years,
in order to gather the products of the départentenhot include anything

similar; the memoirs held by the council of minbsat the mineralogy and

the geology of the area of L’'Aigle make no mentudit.

The founderies, factories, mines of the area whitlave visited have
nothing in their production and in their slag whiblas the slightest
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connexion with these substances. One cannot firldeirand any trace of
a volcano.

All of a sudden, and precisely since the time efeteorite, these stones
are found on the ground and in the hands of thalanants of the area, who
know them better than they know any others; theysarcommon that one

can estimate the number of those which are shosumdrto be two or three

thousand.

These stones are encountered only in a well detexdh@rea, on lands which
are foreign to the substances which make themruplaces where they
could impossibly, given their sizes and their numbave escaped attention.

The biggest of the stones, when broken open,rstdlase a very strong
sulfurous odor in their inside; this has disappé#m@m their surface and the
smallest of them no longer release any that candme out: in such a way
that the odor released by the bigger ones seemaature such that it must
also disappear with time.

All these are as many physical proofs attestirtgedact that the meteoritic
stones of the area around L’Aigle are foreign mplaces where they have
been found; that they have been transported teeestly, since the time of
the explosion, and by a cause which has modifiegtimciples which make

them up.

If now we consult the moral testimonies, what dofwd? Twenty hamlets
scattered over a surface of over two square leg@dessykm), almost all the
inhabitants of which come forward as eye-withessestestify to the fact
that a harrowing rain of stones was cast by thesangé. In their numbers
one finds grown men, women, children, old peopheytare simple and
rough peasants, living at big distances from edle@rpfarmers full of good
sense and reason; respectable men of the chunahg ynen who, having
been to the military, are immune against fear eckay delusions: all these
people, of such different professions, mores, gndions, who have only
little or no relations to each other, are all at@meady to agree upon the
same fact which they have no interest in makinghsgyy all report it to have
happened on the same day, at the same hour, sathe moment, in the
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same circumstances, and using the same compariaodshis fact, so

universally, so strongly attested to, is but a eguence of the physical
proofs previously assembled, namely that thereofdlb this area stones of
a peculiar nature following the explosion of 6trekl.

Moreover, there are still being shown traces ofridelwhich testify
materially to the fall of these masses, about wbind speaks only with fear.
People say that they have seen them come down dofsy break branches
of trees, rebound on the pavement; it is saidttiesoil was seen to smoke
around the biggest of them, and that one could th@&m scorching in one’s
hands. These accounts are made, these traceoane @hly in a delimited
area of land. Only there is it still possible todisome meteoritic stones;
there is not even one which is known to have beend on the ground
outside of this area, and there is not one singfieess who maintains to
have seen stones fall anywhere else.

Finally a third category of proof results from @ntphysical particularities
unanimously reported by the inhabitants of the ,avd@o are too little
educated to have foressen their consequencesnl imesay the successive
changes observed concerning the hardness of ttiems@and the odor they
released; which changes, according to the accduheavitnesses, among
whom must be counted our colleague Leblond, haeevaned in the space
of a few days following the explosion of the metegrchanges the traces of
which | have myself observed very clearly by bregloff pieces of different
dimensions; and this new comparison between testgsaand facts only
serves to show yet more agreement between them.

In this way, all proofs, be they physical, be theyral, which it was possible
to collect, concentrate and so to speak convewgartts a single point; and
if one considers the way in which we have been,ldadcomparing

testimonies, to the spot of the explosion, the nemalb informations taken
on the spot, and the fact that they matched thbsetwwere collected at ten
leagues’ (40km) distance; the great number of w#re, their moral
character, the similarity and perfect coincidendéeir accounts, wherever
they came from, without there having been discayvereen one single
exception, we shall conclude without the slightksibt that the fact upon
which all these proofs unite has really happened,thatstones fell in the
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vicinity of L’Aigle on 6th Floreal of the year 11.

Then, the full set of testimonies shall yield thkdwing description of this
phenomenon:

On Tuesday, 6th Floreal of the year 11, aroundoteieck in the afternoon,
by serene weather, was seen from Caen, Pont-Audarddérom the vicinity
of Alencon, from Falaise and from Verneuil, a flagpiglobe, of a very
brilliant radiance, and which moved through the @phere with much
speed.

Some moments later there was heard at L’Aigle aadral this city, in an
area of a radius of over thirty leagues (120kmjiodent explosion which
lasted five or six minutes.

There were at first three of four blows resemb@agnon shots, followed by
some kind of discharge resembling a fusillade;rafthich one heard
something like a terrible rolling of drums. The wias quiet and the sky
serene, with the exception of a few clouds, sucraseen commonly.

This noise came out of a small cloud which hadstiagpe of a rectangle, the
long side of which was directed east-west. It sektode immobile during
the whole duration of the phenomenon; only the vamd which it was
composed shot out momentarily from various sideteuthe effects of the
successive explosions. This cloud was more orHaeBsa-league (2km) to
the north-north-west of the city of L'Aigle: it wagry high up in the
atmosphere; for the inhabitants of laVassolerie @ri8oislaville, hamlets
which are distant of more than one league (4knmhfeach other, observed
it at the same time above their heads. In the wbafon over which the
cloud hovered one could hear whistlings similah#one of a stone thrown
by means of a sling, and in the same time one sgieat number of solid
masses fall which are exactly similar to those Whiave been designated
under the name of meteoritic stones.

The area upon which these stones have been thrasm@adits limits the

chateau of Fontenil, the hamlet of la Vassolerie toe villages of Saint-
Pierre-de-Sommaire, Gloss, Couvain, Gauville andnt9dichel-de-
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Sommaire.

It is an elliptical area about two leagues andl&h@km) long by about one
league (4km) wide, the longest dimension beingotied from south-east to
north-west, with an angle of ca 22°: this is thegant direction of the
magnetic meridian at L’Aigle.

One can draw from this some informations about dlection of the
meteorite. Indeed, if it had exploded in a singistant, the stones would
have been scattered over a surface more or lesgarirbut the duration of
the noise signals a succession of explosions whigcst have scattered the
stones along an elongated surface following thection in which the
meteorite was moving. This elongation indicatesdfoge the horizontal
direction of the meteorite; and by matching thsutewith the testimonies
which have the fiery globe falling to the northeowill conclude, with a
great appearance of certitude, that the meteoategweing from south-east
to north-west, at an angle of ca 22°.

If observations made about the duration of theeno@ild be considered to
be exact, one would deduce the horizontal spe#ueaieteorite from the
ellipticity of the area in which the stones haverberojected; but | am not
aware that any precise observation has been maxe thiis point, and in
this regard one can base oneself only on the éudetiof instruments,
because astonishment will always induce one teas® the duration of a
phenomenon which causes surprise through its aatitirOne can only
presume from this data that the horizontal spe¢ldeoieteorite at the time
when it exploded was not very high, and it is ptapdor this reason that
it was believed to be completely immobile. This sloet prevent it in any
way from having had a very great speed in the cartlirection, as the
horizontal speed is the only one which observatiohshis kind can
apprehend.

The biggest stones fell at the south-east extreafitihe major axis of the

ellipse, to the side of Fontenil and la Vassoletiez smallest fell at the

opposite extremity, and the middle-sized ones betwthese two points.

According to the considerations previously mentadhrike bigger ones seem
to have fallen first.
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The biggest of all of those which have been fourdihed 8.56 K (18.86 Ib)
at the moment when it fell; the smallest whichwsand which | brought
back with me weighs only 7 or 8 grams; this lattee is therefore about one
thousand times smaller than the first one. The rerraball those fallen can
be evaluated to two or three thousand.

The samples of meteoritic stones which are mendiaméhis memoir have
been deposited at the Museum of Natural Historyz€n Thénard has been
so kind as to analyze some of them, and he fousd th

Silicium: 46
Oxydized iron: 45
Magnesium: 10
Nickel: 2
Sulfur: cab
108

From which must be removed the quantity of oxygérctvhas bonded with
the metal during the operation. The various piedash have been tested
comparatively have not yielded appreciable diffeesny despite having been
chosen among those which, by virtue of their aspeby the locus of their
fall should have distinguished themselves maximatlg from the others.

One can see, from this analysis, that the storieshfan the vicinity of
L’Aigle are constituted following the same prin@pl as the meteoritic
masses known up to now; they merely contain & liess magnesium and
a little more iron.

These results are quite in agreement avec thosdwhizen Vauquelin had
already obtained when analyzing the first sampérg f§om L'Aigle to
citizen Fourcroy.

Besides, whatever the origin of these stones, amst not be surprised to
find some differences in the relationships betwdensubstances which
compose them, as they are united by mere aggregabothrough intimate
combination.
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| have limited myself in this relation to a mergoexgition of the facts; | have
set myself the task to see them as anybody elsk&lvane seen them, and
| have put all my care in presenting them with ¢xade. | shall leave to the
sagacity of the physicists the numerous conseqseihed can be drawn
from them, and | will estimate myself fortunatethiey find that | have

succeeded in removing beyond the reach of all domlet of the most

astonishing phenomena that men have ever observed
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